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Mahmud Shahrukh (1555 - 27 February 1628) was a Mughal minstrel, poet, literary scholar and writer. He was the son of Shamsuddin Zakaria Ganj-I-Mulk who was a minister of the last Mughal emperor Akbar. When his father died, Mahmud became the eldest in
the family, and inherited the literary and scholarly achievements of his father. He was well acquainted with the Persian poets Nizami, Sana'i, and Jahangir Sheherazade, and was the teacher of poet Shaikh Darbari. He was an excellent logician, also known as "Dari-
Sahib" (the minister of Darbari) and mentor of the literary philosopher Rumi. Biography Mahmud Shahrukh was born on 1555. His father, Shamsuddin Zakaria Ganj-I-Mulk (d. 1577), was a minister of the Mughal emperor, Akbar. In 1577, Shamsuddin's patron,
Muzaffar Khan, died, and after that both his father and his patron lost their political power, Shamsuddin was exiled to Bandar Murghab and Mahmud was sent with him. While travelling, Shamsuddin died on 1577. Mahmud later became the guardian of the heir of the
Nizamuddin royal family. After this, he was appointed as pichhalai (in charge of princely ladies) by Akbar. In 1587, Akbar married to a daughter of a Brahmin nobleman, Birbal Deo, and the other daughters were married to relatives of Akbar. However, the daughter
of the former minister, who was a patron of Mahmud, was still unmarried and Mahmud was about to get married to her, when emperor Akbar took an interest in her. Akbar sent the officer Afzal Khan to purchase a slave girl called Mahjabeen. After purchase, the girl
was sent to the Mughal court, where she was renamed Nai-Chand. When Nai-Chand had reached the palace of the
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