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and local leaders. More recently,
Maoists in Maharashtra, in an
alleged suicide attack in Hiriyur,
have claimed to be the Salwa Judum
backers. But the final arbiter is the
village people. “In every village,



everybody knows that the Salwa
Judum is either Salwa or Judum.
Those who support it are Salwas,
and those who oppose it are
Judums,” says Swami. “Every village
leader must feel so,” he adds. Sanjay
Hegde had started his career with a
bang. In 2000, he was the first to
resign from the Cabinet after a
cabinet crisis and later the same
year he had resigned as a Rajya
Sabha member. For nearly 10 years,
the man who had made headlines for
his leadership in the drama of the
Bahujan Samaj Party leadership
battle, survived as the best known
man in the party. Perhaps that was
because he is a man with an enviable
track record in governance: over a
quarter of all the villages in



Maharashtra have benefited from the
massive rural development projects
undertaken by the Maratha
Development and Panchayat Raj
Institutions (MDPPIs) he led. But
then, he made a major gaffe that
changed his fortunes forever. It was
in an alleged assault on a village
assembly candidate, whose
nomination he had opposed. The
post-election protest came at an
opportune time for Sanjay Hegde.
The first big test of Maharashtra’s
first Chief Minister’s image as a
potential prime ministerial candidate
came that same year. 79a2804d6b
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