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to understand the mindset of white nationalists, read the
words of white nationalist richard spencer in the richard
spencer reader: the foundations of a new american
ethos(washington, dc: regnery publishing, 2017), then
look at the world through the eyes of a white nationalist.
as spencer writes, the greatest threat to western culture
Is the loss of the white race, which he suggests should
not take place in any way that resembles the genocide
of native peoples. but its also worth reading the richard
spencer reader just to see how his book is organized. the
first half of the book is a collection of the opening
sentences of over 300 books, reprinted from magazines,
newspapers, and websites. spencer was a history major
at the university of virginia, and his preoccupation with
books is there in the very first sentence: you will be
surprised to learn how many books white people have
read. white people, including me, believe we are the
most intelligent race, yet we often fail to take our history
seriously. its time to start reading and understanding our
history, spencer suggests, and he never lets up. spencer
once told a reporter, i think we were the original racists.

| think that we were the people that said, the world is
ours. i think that was true in 1845, and i think its true
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today. and i think if you look at the way most people
think, they think we are the ones who should have the
power. and i think we have to take that back. after
writing the initial chapters of the richard spencer reader
In 2016, spencer assembled a team of graduate
students, and together they wrote the cuckservative:
how high-tech wonks and racial snobs are helping
Islamize america (chicago: prager university, 2017). the
book draws on academic research and the alt-rights
trademark, online presence, and spencer calls it, a book
designed to awaken the people to the threat of radical
iIslam and to help them understand the forces that are
now at work. he describes a pastiche of books on racism,
race relations, cultural and intellectual history,
demography, and even recipes that he gathered for his
team. the team also screened the documentary what is
populism? for the first time on amazon prime, to whet
their appetite for a deeper understanding of the alt-right.
as spencer writes, they may be building a movement,
but they are still looking for a catchy name. he proposes
cuckservative, an attack on the conservative movement
because of its allegedly weak response to islam. spencer
Is firm that he will never be a politician or a leader of a
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political party and that he is simply a writer (or an
entertainer) for now. his goal is to influence the culture
of the american right, and he believes his reworking of
conservative thinking will win over people who think that
the problem is too much political correctness. spencer
has some ideas about political correctness, but they are
delivered in a series of books and essays. while their
views are evident, what he is really trying to do is get
the public to question the very nature of conservative
thought, to make them think about what conservatism
really means. spencer compares himself to joseph
goebbels, hitler's minister of information. like goebbels,
spencer wants to destroy liberal ideas and replace them
with his own: the left, he writes, is obsessed with certain
kinds of speech, and they take offense at certain jokes,
or they might get offended at certain thoughts.
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