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working in a business has made me become a stronger leader. it has helped me become a better
leader. it has also prepared me to be more involved in the community, to be more of a student, to be
a better writer, to be a better speaker, to be a better listener. i think we need to make sure that our
students are aware of the opportunities to move forward in their life and to get their degree and to

have a job and to get a promotion and to be able to travel and to be able to do things that they have
only dreamed about as they were growing up. we believe in the power of the 4-year degree and that

is why we are one of a handful of colleges that have a full four year academic curriculum, which is
that a student is not just a collection of facts and figures when they graduate. they graduate with not
only a new set of facts and figures but also a new set of experiences, a new set of values, and a new
set of belief systems that will help them as they make their way into the world. in the first year of the
school, in 2005, we had a really strong legacy of students who came from here. the story was that a
lot of times, duke was a school that was known for targeting, specifically for black students, going to

duke university. that had been a problem for many years. so, we were the first school to have an
admissions policy that specifically said, "we are not going to look at race." the group of seniors in the
class of 2005 changed, and the group of seniors of 2006 changed. so, you have a group of students
that have a lot of different perceptions of the school. we had students who were very interested in

harvard, and students who were very interested in duke. we had students who were very interested
in penn state and in georgetown. and those conversations start happening in the spring. and by the
end of that fall, we have a group of students who are committed to one of these schools, which is a
good thing. but, that was also a change that had not really happened before. and there were not a

lot of resources available to be able to support that.
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