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Clusters of reports of cocaine-related death often occurred in areas with prominent crack-
cocaine use such as New York City, often in associations with other substances such as

heroin. The strong and positive associations between cocaine and HIV-1 and other sexually
transmitted diseases were reported across countries, including those in the developed

world, and where there is no evidence of sexualised crack-cocaine use. These associations
with HIV-1 and other sexually transmitted diseases occurred within shorter timeframes and

at higher frequencies than were seen with other drugs including heroin. This finding has
important public health implications for people who use crack-cocaine. The most common
medical conditions associated with crack-cocaine use in the United States were overdose,

respiratory conditions, and gastrointestinal conditions. Reported rates of physician
prescribing for crack-cocaine users appeared to be substantially lower than those for other
illicit drugs. Difficulties in assessing the epidemiological nature of these other drugs, and

problems with detecting crack-cocaine use, may result in an over-estimation of the
prevalence of chronic health conditions. Studies are needed to understand the prevalence of

crack-cocaine use, and to understand how drugs, other risk factors, and health conditions
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