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short takeoff and landing jet had been overcharged by nearly $460 million. The overpayments were part of a botched effort to employ a variant of the project called the F-35 C-Strike, in which the F-35B would be run in stealth mode, rendering it invisible to radar. The program was attempted by the Pentagon in the late 1990s but the scheme was buried, never being implemented. But the board overseeing the billion dollar program, the Office of the Special Inspector General for the Department of Defense (the special inspector general for Afghanistan and Iraq) suggested restarting
the program and handling it through an internal program run by the F-35 Joint Program Office (JPO), according to NBC News. The overpayments occurred during the construction of the F-35 program, with each plane costing over $400 million to build. The $860 million overpayment on the F-35B was a result of the flawed F-35C-STOVL program. The US military has been designing the F-35 as its main fighter and bomber, with a goal to buy 2,400 of the jets. But the F-35 development has been riddled with problems. Last year, the Pentagon’s own inspector general highlighted that the

Pentagon had a responsibility to the taxpayer and to Congress “to ensure that the contractor [Boeing] executes the contract in accordance with the contract documents and that the contractor meets its commitments.” Last year, Sen. James Inhofe, Republican of Oklahoma, said on the floor of the Senate that the alleged overpayments were “shocking,” and that Congress should stop the F-35 program
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